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constitution imposes no legal restraint on the Parlia-
ment, it would be a great mistake to suppose that it
had no effect. On the contrary, it has such moral force
that any attempt to pass a statute that clearly violated
its terms would awake a strong repugnance; and indeed
a suggestion by the president of one or other of the
Chambers that a bill would be unconstitutional has more
than once sufficed to prevent its introduction.1 On the
other hand, the fact that formal amendments can be
made only in joint session, and only after both Chambers
have resolved that there is a need of revision, has some
influence in preventing changes in the text of the
constitutional laws, because the Senate, being the more
conservative body, and only half as large as the other
House, is timid about going into joint session, not
knowing what radical amendments may be proposed
there, and fearing to be swamped by the votes of the
deputies.

Let us now examine the organs of the state in
succession, taking up first the Parliament with its two
branches, the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies;
then turning to the President as the chief magistrate of
the Kepublic, and finally passing to the ministers as the
connecting link between the Parliament and the Presi-
dent, and the controlling factor in the machinery of the
state.

The composition of the Chamber of Deputies is left to
ordinary legislation, except that the constitu-
berof DaePu- tional law of February 25,1875, Art, 1, pro-
vides for its election by universal suffrage.  By

1 I/ebon, Frankreich, p. 23.